Ziklag –
The Return of
the King

Introduction – Faith opposed
 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately
from the water; and behold, the heavens were
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice
out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son,
in whom I am well-pleased."
 (Matthew 3:16-17)

 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after
He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then
became hungry. And the tempter came and said to
Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that
these stones become bread."
 (Matthew 4:1-3)

The valley of Baca (weeping)
 How blessed are those who dwell in Your house!
They are ever praising You. Selah. How blessed is
the man whose strength is in You, In whose heart
are the highways to Zion! Passing through the
valley of Baca they make it a spring; The early rain
also covers it with blessings. They go from
strength to strength, Every one of them appears
before God in Zion.
 (Psalms 84:4-7)
 May He come down like rain upon the mown grass,
Like showers that water the earth. In his days may
the righteous flourish, And abundance of peace till
the moon is no more.
 (Psalms 72:6-7)

The opposition comes
 Then it happened when David and his men
came to Ziklag on the third day, that the
Amalekites had made a raid on the Negev and
on Ziklag, and had overthrown Ziklag and
burned it with fire; and they took captive the
women and all who were in it, both small and
great, without killing anyone, and carried them
off and went their way. When David and his
men came to the city, behold, it was burned
with fire, and their wives and their sons and
their daughters had been taken captive. Then
David and the people who were with him lifted
their voices and wept until there was no
strength in them to weep.
 (1 Samuel 30:1-4)

 Now David's two wives had been taken
captive, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite.
Moreover David was greatly distressed
because the people spoke of stoning him, for
all the people were embittered, each one
because of his sons and his daughters. But
David strengthened himself in the LORD his
God.
 (1 Samuel 30:5-6)

 David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I
pursue this band? Shall I overtake them?"
And He said to him, "Pursue, for you will
surely overtake them, and you will surely

rescue all."

 (1 Samuel 30:8)

Redemption begins
 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were
with him, and came to the brook Besor, where those left
behind remained. But David pursued, he and four
hundred men, for two hundred who were too exhausted
to cross the brook Besor remained behind. Now they
found an Egyptian in the field and brought him to David,
and gave him bread and he ate, and they provided him
water to drink. They gave him a piece of fig cake and
two clusters of raisins, and he ate; then his spirit
revived. For he had not eaten bread or drunk water for
three days and three nights. David said to him, "To
whom do you belong? And where are you from?" And he
said, "I am a young man of Egypt, a servant of an
Amalekite; and my master left me behind when I fell sick
three days ago.
 (1 Samuel 30:9-13)

 Then David said to him, "Will you bring me down to
this band?" And he said, "Swear to me by God that
you will not kill me or deliver me into the hands of my
master, and I will bring you down to this band." When
he had brought him down, behold, they were spread
over all the land, eating and drinking and dancing
because of all the great spoil that they had taken from
the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah.
David slaughtered them from the twilight until the
evening of the next day; and not a man of them
escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on
camels and fled. So David recovered all that the
Amalekites had taken, and rescued his two
wives. But nothing of theirs was missing,
whether small or great, sons or daughters, spoil
or anything that they had taken for themselves;
David brought it all back.
 (1 Samuel 30:15-19)

Benediction
 Now the God of peace, who brought up from
the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good
thing to do His will, working in us that which
is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
 (Hebrews 13:20-21)

 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,
and to make you stand in the presence of His glory
blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion and authority, before all time and now and
forever. Amen.
 (Jude 1:24-25)

