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Sunday 18th September 2016
This morning

10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall, including communion
Worship: Kevin Gordon; Speaker: Ian Johnson
We offer a warm welcome to all visitors to our worship today
If you want to know the location of any of the meetings, please ask the host or one of the leaders

This evening
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Friday
Next Sunday

5.00pm: Ichthus celebration at Dietrich Bonhoeffer Church, Dacres Road, Forest Hill
“I Have A Dream” with Roger Forster
6.30pm: Prayer time in the Church
7.00pm: House Group at Caroline’s home
7.45pm: House Group at Ben & Pauline’s home
9.30am: Coffee Shop in the Social Hall
6.45pm: Church trustees meet with JMC
7.30pm: Church trustees meet with Community Centre trustees
2.30pm: Dave Time in the Church Quiet Room
5.00pm: Friday Meal in the Social Hall
9.00am: Open up and set up hall for worship
9.30am: Prayer meeting
10.00am: Tea and coffee
10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall
Worship: Vivienne Evans; Speaker: Mike Keeping

Thought for the Week – from Caroline
“Rules vs. Relationship”
If you do a quick search for a definition of Christianity, you are likely to find something about “following the
teachings of Jesus.” And that's true – Christianity is about following Jesus’s teachings. The problem is most people
turn the idea of “following Jesus” into “following rules” – and that's not the point.
The story of the Bible makes it clear that the point of knowing Jesus is for a relationship, not rules. As you begin to
explore what God tells us about Himself through the Bible, you are going to find that being in a loving, committed
relationship with Him is the main thing.
So saying that the main idea of Christianity is to follow teaching points is like saying that the main idea of marriage
is to share your household bills. Not exactly what we hope for in a great love story!
This perspective of rules versus relationship is a great divide that distinguishes Christianity from other religions.
Where most religions teach that the way to “be good” is through required practices and rigid beliefs, Christianity
starts from a different place.
From the earliest times, Jesus’s followers weren’t known for following rules or “being good.” The thing that stuck
out – the thing that was worth mentioning – was the mere reality that they had “been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). Not
that they acknowledged Jesus, not that they followed the behavioural system of Jesus, but that they were “with”
Him.
Being with Jesus is what transformed these people from what the Bible calls “unschooled, ordinary men” into
courageous, bold leaders. And that’s the same reality we are offered when Jesus invites us into a relationship: to
“be with Him.”
(from YouVersion)

Diary Dates
Thursday 29th September, 5.00–9.00pm: Open Evening at Holy Trinity C of E Secondary School for 2017 entry.
Friday 7th–Sunday 9th April 2017: Church Weekend at Ashburnham Place.

