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Sunday 22nd January 2017
This morning

This evening
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Next Sunday

10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall, including communion
Worship: Vivienne Evans; Speaker: David Evans
We offer a warm welcome to all visitors to our worship today
If you would like to know more about us, please ask one of the leaders
5.00pm: Joint service in the Church for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
6.30pm: Prayer time in the Church
7.00pm: House Group at Caroline’s home
7.45pm: House Group at Ben & Pauline’s home
9.30am: Coffee Shop in the Social Hall
2.30pm: Dave Time in the Church Quiet Room
5.00pm: Friday Meal in the Social Hall
9.00am: Open up and set up hall for worship
9.30am: Prayer meeting
10.00am: Tea and coffee
10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall
Worship: Kevin Gordon; Speaker: Ian Johnson

Thought for the Week – from Caroline
I am convinced Revival is on its way. This scripture applies to your life as well as in the days of Josiah. This is how
it is when you give your life to Jesus and turn it around, say sorry for your sins and live according to His word.
The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will
no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing. (Zephaniah 3:17 NIV)
The Setting for the Book of Zephaniah
According to Zephaniah 1:1, “The word of the Lord came to Zephaniah the son of Cushi . . . in the days of Josiah
the son of Amon, king of Judah.” Josiah had begun to reign in Judah about 80 years after the northern kingdom of
Israel had been swept away by the Assyrian invaders.
During those 80 years the southern kingdom of Judah had not learned the lesson of the northern kingdom, and
sank deeper and deeper into sin and rebellion against the law of God.
In the 18th year of Josiah's reign Hilkiah the priest found in the temple a copy of the book of the law that had been
ignored for decades. When he read it to the king, Josiah was broken. He humbled himself before the Lord and rent
his clothes and wept (2 Kings 22:19).
Over the next 13 years Josiah led an amazing reformation in Judah based on the law of God. He renewed the
covenant between God and his people (2 Kings 23:3). He took all the vessels of Baal and Asherah out of the temple
and burned them in the fields of Kidron (23:4). He deposed the idolatrous priests (23:5). He broke down the houses
of the male cult prostitutes (23:7). He removed the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun (23:11).
And he reinstituted the Passover that had been ignored since the days of the judges (23:22).
These were the days of Zephaniah according to 1:1. So when we read this little book, we can picture it as part of
the call for reformation that Josiah was pursuing. No doubt the prophet and the king teamed up to try to draw the
people back to God. How did Zephaniah preach? What kind of preaching does God inspire when his people are in
need of revival and reformation?
Taken from the series The Pleasure of God

Diary Dates
Friday 7th–Sunday 9th April: Church Weekend at Ashburnham Place with Jon and Emily Darby – Caroline is collecting
money if you would like to save for this, costs to follow but should be similar to this year

