Water in the
wilderness
A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of
Judah. O God, You are my God; I shall seek You
earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for
You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water.
(Psa 63:1)

Pushed away - Hagar
• But Abram said to Sarai, "Behold, your maid is in your power; do to her

what is good in your sight." So Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled
from her presence. Now the angel of the LORD found her by a spring of
water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. He said,
"Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you come from and where are you
going?" And she said, "I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress
Sarai." Then the angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress,
and submit yourself to her authority." Moreover, the angel of the LORD
said to her, "I will greatly multiply your descendants so that they will be
too many to count." The angel of the LORD said to her further, "Behold,
you are with child, And you will bear a son; And you shall call his name
Ishmael, Because the LORD has given heed to your affliction. …….."
Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, "You are a God
who sees"; for she said, "Have I even remained alive here after seeing
Him?"

Some years later
• So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a

skin of water and gave them to Hagar, putting them on her
shoulder, and gave her the boy, and sent her away. And she
departed and wandered about in the wilderness of
Beersheba. When the water in the skin was used up, she left
the boy under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat
down opposite him, about a bowshot away, for she said, "Do
not let me see the boy die." And she sat opposite him, and
lifted up her voice and wept. God heard the lad crying; and
the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her,
"What is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has
heard the voice of the lad where he is. "Arise, lift up the lad,
and hold him by the hand, for I will make a great nation of
him."
• (Gen 21:14-18)

Abraham – a wilderness of obedience
• Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham,

and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." He said,
"Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I will tell you." (Gen 22:1-2)
• Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he
said, "Here I am, my son." And he said, "Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham said,
"God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son." So the two of them walked on together. (Gen 22:7-8)

Cont’d
•

Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his
son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven
and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." He
said, "Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do
nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you
have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me." Then
Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him
a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went
and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
place of his son. Abraham called the name of that place The
LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the mount of
the LORD it will be provided."

• (Gen 22:10-14)

David
• My soul waits in silence for God only; From Him is my salvation. He only is
my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; I shall not be greatly shaken.
• (Psa 62:1-2)
• A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. O God, You
are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my flesh
yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water. Thus I have
seen You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your
lovingkindness is better than life, My lips will praise You. So I will bless You
as long as I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. My soul is satisfied as
with marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips. When I
remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches, For You
have been my help, And in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. My soul
clings to You; Your right hand upholds me.

• (Psa 63:1-8)

Jesus
• Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around by
the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He
ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He became
hungry. And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to
become bread."
• (Luke 4:1-3)

• When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an opportune
time. And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about
Him spread through all the surrounding district.
• (Luke 4:13-14)

You
• But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep
yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. And
have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others,
snatching them out of the fire; and on some have
mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by
the flesh. Now to Him who is able to keep you from
stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of
His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God
our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and
now and forever. Amen.

