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Sunday 29th April 2018
This morning

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

Next Sunday

10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall
Worship: Vivienne Evans; Speaker: David Evans
We offer a warm welcome to all visitors to our worship today
If you would like to know more about us, please ask one of the leaders
6.45pm: Prayer time in the Church (for one hour)
7.00pm: House Group at Caroline’s home
7.45pm: House Group at Ben & Pauline’s home
9.15am: Coffee Shop in the Social Hall
2.30pm: “Dave Time” In the Church Quiet Room (for one hour)
5.00pm: Friday Meal in the Social Hall
5.45–7.00pm: Alpha starts in the Church Quiet Room
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith, typically
run over eleven weeks. Each talk looks at a different question
around faith and is designed to create conversation. Each
Alpha session has food, a talk and a good conversation.
9.00am: Open up and set up hall for worship
9.30am: Prayer meeting
10.00am: Tea and coffee
10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall
Led by students from IBTI
7.00pm: Town-wide service at Crawley Baptist Church

Financial summary for March 2018
Income: £2,964, Expenditure: £1,843
The Fellowship is solely dependent on your offerings to function and we thank everyone who gives regularly or
occasionally. There is a box for offerings on the table by the front door; please speak to Kevin if you would like to give
by Standing Order or would like a Gift Aid declaration – if you pay tax, the value of all your gifts is then increased by
25%. Standing Order and Gift Aid forms are also available on the tables.

See overleaf for Thought for the Week

Diary Dates
Sunday 20th May, 7.00pm (after the Ichthus Celebration): Revive volunteer “meet-and-greet” / Q&A type event
where those who would like to volunteer for Revive, or who may be considering volunteering, can ask questions,
meet team leaders, and generally find out more of what it means to volunteer and why it is such a rewarding way
to enjoy Revive. At Dietrich Bonhoeffer Church, Dacres Road, Forest Hill SE23 2NR
Saturday 28th July–Saturday 4th August: Revive 2018 – “Breakthrough” – at Ashburnham Place with guest speaker
Tim Paton. Book at www.ichthus.org.uk/revive

Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers. (3 John 2)

Thought for the Week – from Caroline
The Danger of Compromise
Have you ever heard the story of the guy who could not decide what side he wanted to fight for during the
Civil War? He put on the coat of the North and the trousers of the South, and guess what? He got shot at
from both sides! This is what happens to the compromiser, the person who tries to live in two worlds. It's
one miserable place to be.
Sadly, there are many in the church today that live a compromised life.
The great British preacher, G. Campbell Morgan, once said, "It is a remarkable thing that the church of Christ
persecuted has been the church of Christ pure. On the other hand, the church of Christ patronized has been
the church of Christ impure."
The Bible gives us an example in Revelation 2 of such a church: it was Pergamos, located in Pergamum, the
capital of Asia Minor. Known for its rampant idolatry, Pergamum housed the altar of Zeus and was the centre
of Caesar worship. Idolatry, wickedness, and sexual immorality were commonplace. The sin of Pergamum
was its toleration of evil, a sort of have-your-cake-and-eat-it-too philosophy.
Sadly, this is how most people want it today. They want to go to church – when they get around to it. They
certainly want to go to heaven, but they still want to live in sin. They want to party and sin and commit
immorality, lie when necessary, cheat if they have to, steal if it suits them, and hate and get revenge when
someone crosses them.
It is the idea of sinning to your heart's content, telling yourself God will understand. If you think you can sin
to your heart's content without repercussions, and if you think you can go out and break the
commandments of God over and over because you're an exception to the rule, then you are deceiving
yourself.
I am not suggesting that a Christian will not sin. The Bible clearly says, "If we say we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us" (1 John 1:8). But there is a big difference between the person
who sins, is sorry for it, and doesn't want to keep doing it, and the person who continually, wilfully,
habitually sins over and over again and then says, "It is okay. God will forgive me."
The Bible says, "Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can
we live in it any longer?" (Romans 6:1). The devil introduced compromise into the church of Pergamos and
he will introduce into the lives of people today.
If you look at the times in your life when you have fallen into sin, you could probably trace it back to a series
of missteps - small compromises you made that led to the big compromise that led to your fall. And as
compromise finds its way into the church, it weakens us. The church of Christ patronized is the church of
Christ impure. We lose our effectiveness in this world. We lose our effectiveness as individuals as well.
I am not suggesting that we be holier-than-thou hypocrites. Instead, we should live in such a way that
unbelievers could look at us and say, "There is something different about that person. Something that is
desirable, something admirable." They may laugh at you at times, but deep in their hearts they may deeply
respect you. The compromising person, on the other hand, reaches no one.
Compromise begins with leaving your first love for Jesus Christ, which leads to compromise, which leads
ultimately to immorality, idolatry, and other sins.
Show me a person who is not living in close fellowship with God and I will show you a person who is on the
way to bigger problems. It is only a matter of time. The best antidote to the allurements and temptations of
this world is a passionate love relationship with Jesus Christ.
If there is a breakdown in your relationship with God, it is only a matter of time until compromises start
making their way into your life, until you start lowering your standards here and there. Keep your guard up.
Stay close to Jesus, let the fire of the first love burn brightly, and you will be strong. I can't promise that you
will be sin-free. But you will have the power and resolve you need to live a life that pleases God.
From www.christianity.com

