
This evening 7.00pm: The Lighthouse Project 95% Prayer at St. Barnabas Church, Pound Hill
To pray for the 95% of children and young people who have no connection
with a local church

Monday 9.30am: Little Lambs Play & Sing Toddler Group in the Social Hall
Tuesday 7.30pm: Home Group at Ben & Pauline’s home
Wednesday 9.15am: Coffee Shop in the Social Hall
Next Sunday 9.00am: Open up and set up hall for worship
 9.30am: Prayer Meeting
 10.00am: Tea & Coffee
 10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall

Worship: Viv Evans
Prayer Spaces for Broadfield and the Persecuted  Church
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Sunday 5th October 2025
This morning 10.30am: Morning Worship in the Social Hall

Worship: Kevin Gordon
Speaker: Dami Ulokoga, John chapter 21

We offer a warm welcome to all visitors to our worship today
If you would like to know more about us, please ask one of the leaders

For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing.
(2 Corinthians 2:15)

Thought for the Week – from Caroline
Excerpt of commentary on Colossians 1:24–2:5 from The Bible with Nicky and Pippa Gumbel
Not only is Christ in you, but you are also ‘in Christ’. Paul’s desire is that everyone should grow and mature in this relationship.
This is what drives him: ‘To this end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me’ (v.29).
This provides an excellent model for pastoral care, discipleship and mentoring:
1. The aim
Paul’s aim was to bring ‘each person to maturity’ in Christ (v.28, MSG).
● Our concern should be for each person. As a good pastor, Paul did not want to lose any of his sheep
● Aim for spiritual maturity. This does not happen overnight. It takes a lifetime.
● Aim for maturity in Christ. We do not want to attach people to ourselves, but to Christ. In the same way that good parents

encourage their children to be independent, Paul encouraged the independence of believers – not to be dependent upon him,
but strengthened to cling to Christ.

2. The method
Our method should be to proclaim Jesus. Paul wrote, ‘We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom’
(v.28). Jesus Christ is the key to spiritual maturity. As your knowledge of and intimacy with Jesus increases, you grow in maturity.
That is why it is so important to prioritise the things in your life that feed that knowledge and intimacy – such as worship, prayer
and Bible reading.
3. The commitment
Paul writes, ‘To this end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me’ (v.29). In Paul’s ministry, there
was a balance between God’s grace and his own responsibility. There was an element of ‘toiling’ and ‘striving’, which all effective
Christian ministry involves. It requires time and effort, overcoming disappointments and difficulties. On the other hand, you can
only do it through God’s grace. You do not ‘labour’ and ‘struggle’ on your own. You do it with ‘all his energy, which so powerfully
works in [you]’. You need his help and his power for each and every task.
What delights Paul is to see ‘how firm’ the Colossians ‘faith in Christ is’ (2:5). The whole purpose of Paul’s life revolved around
Jesus: ‘I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with everything there is to know of God. Then you will have minds
confident and at rest, focused on Christ, God’s great mystery. All the richest treasures of wisdom and knowledge are embedded
in that mystery and nowhere else’ (vv.2–3, MSG).
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